
Cognition in the context of action (re. nature) and 
emotion (re. values) – Some typical aspects for 

humans and societies, agents and groups
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C o g n i t i o n (via modeling)
Action
for survival and changing the world

Cognition (per se)
for planning and steering action

Emotion
for synchronization with reality*

for setting goals and launching action**

"Muscle", physical engine "Brain", cognitive engine "Heart", Indicator of values at stake 
(threats and opportunities)

Physical, real world, 
Laws of nature; true

Cognitive, imaginary world , 
Laws of logic; right

mixed mode, ("meta-logic") 
emotional domain;

Laws of value ; good

* immersed part of iceberg (unconscious)
** visible part of iceberg; re. etymology of emotion
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For cognition, it all starts from the selection of 
appropriate goals (i.e. values and emotion), in 

synchrony with the real i.e. nature)

Examples of smart cognitive systems, 
operational in real world

man-made,
"artificial"

neutral, 
more general

"natural",
anthropomorphical

G
"Group",

Collective approach
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